
Dredging up the past - The staff at Buffumville Lake and Hodges Village Dam have a long 
history of fostering public stewardship of the nation’s public lands; a history that precedes 
even the official National Public Lands Day event as it is known today! The jointly managed 
projects were some of the first U.S. Army Corps of Engineers sites to host federal lands clean-
up days for the public, before it became a nation-wide event in 1995.  In fact, the 1995 Public 
Lands Appreciation Day event, as National Public Lands Day was named at the time, was the 
projects' 4th annual clean-up event. The joint site was one of three USACE sites selected to 
host the event, out of 17 sites total from multiple federal agencies. What began as a small 
clean-up event with 27 local volunteers, grew to a large-scale, annual event with hundreds of 
volunteers. Buffumville Lake had over 400 enthusiastic volunteers working on 29 projects 
during the 1995 Public Lands Appreciation Day event, an impressive feat that received 
recognition in an article in the December 1995 issue of Ski magazine. Dr. John H. Zirschky, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, attended the event, along with Colonel 
Earle Richardson, Division Engineer, and Mr. Francis Pandolfi, Chairman of Times Mirror 
Magazine. The event was supported by numbers local partners, and Times Mirror Magazine's 
cable station, the Outdoor Life channel, provided a live broadcast throughout the day. 

Every year since 1992, volunteers of all ages have dedicated countless hours of their 
time to clean up national lands at the projects. Volunteers and partners have cleaned up miles 
of trails, removed hundreds of pounds of invasive species, painted picnic tables and benches, 
and restored food plots for a variety of native species. In 2009, project staff partnered with the 
non-profit organization, Leave No Trace, for their 18th annual event, where they were joined 
by 225 volunteers to complete a variety of projects. Project staff even celebrated a milestone 
in 2016 with their 25th annual National Public Lands Day event. They were supported by 
partners the Toyota Motor Corporation and The Last Green Valley, and joined by 189 
volunteers, including volunteers from the New England Mountain Bike Association and the Boy 
Scouts of America- Mohegan Council.  Buffumville Lake and Hodges Village Dam will continue 
to host this annual event to restore national public lands for visitors to enjoy for years to come.  
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Park Ranger Jamie Kordack  with volunteers at the 1995 PLAD event 

Thames River Basin Manager, Robert Hanacek with Assistant Secretary of the Army, Dr. 
Zirschky, and USACE COL Richardson and COL Bradbury at the 1995 PLAD event.
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Volunteers fixing a multi-purpose trail bridge during the 2013 National Public Lands Day event. 
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